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pne 1-celled, two 2-celled, cells conduplicate, rudiment of ovary 0.
Female: Calyx and corolla as in the male. Ovary oblong, softly
pubescent; style short, with 3 bifid stigmatic lobes; ovules many,
horizontal; placentae 3, vertical. Fruit large, usually bottle- or dumb-
bell-shaped, ultimately thick membranous or almost woody, indehis-
cent, polymorphous. Seeds very many, 1.6-2 cm., white, horizontal,
compressed, with a marginal groove, smooth.
Distribution:   Said to be indigenous in India, the Moluccas and in Abyssinia
1. Sweet-fruit variety:—The stem is sweet, laxative; cures
biliousness; causes bronchitis and flatulence. The leaves are laxa-
tive.—The fruit is sweet, oleagenous; cardiotonic, general tonic,
aphrodisiac, laxative, cooling, fattening; increases "vata9*; improves
taste; cures leucorrhcea and biliousness; wholesome to the foetus—.
2. Bitter-fruit variety:—The leaves are diuretic, antibilious; useful
in leucorrhcea, vaginal and uterine complaints, earache.—The fruit
is bitter, hot, pungent; emetic, alexiteric, cooling, cardiotonic, anti-
bilious; cures asthma, "vata", bronchitis, inflammations, ulcers,
pains (Ayurveda).
1. Sweet-fruit variety:—The fruit is indigestible; tonic to the
liver, vulnerary, antiperiodic; cures blood diseases of persons with a
hot constitution; cures muscular pain and dry cough.—The rind is
good for piles.—The ash of the rind is styptic and vulnerary.—The
seeds are good for hot constitutions.—2. Bitter-fruit variety:—The
roots diminish inflammation.—The flowers are cooling; good in
ophthalmia and toothache; cause haemoptysis.—The fruit is very bitter;
good in bronchitis.—The seeds are emetic,—3. Long-fruit variety:—
The fruit is sweet, diuretic, antipyretic, antibilious.—The seeds are
fattening, diuretic, cooling, tonic to the brain; cure cough, fever,
scalding of urine, earache; lessen inflammation (Yunani).
* The seeds of this plant yield an oil which is used as an applica-
tion for headache. The flesh of the fruit is considered diuretic,
refrigerant, and antibilious. It is also sometimes made into a poul-
tice; when fresh, it is bitter and purgative, and is applied over the
shaved head in delirium. In the Punjab, the pulp is applied to the
soles, in " burning of the feet/*

